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PREFATORY NOTE, 



" The MalthneianB" is generally classed as one 
of Proudhon's most famous of his shorter pieces. 
It appeared August 11, 1848, in the journal of 
which he was then the Editor. Proudhon did 
not especially stigmatize the idea of small fami- 
lies — as an economist he probably would have 
recommended parental pinidence in the limitation 
of offspring. His indictment of the Malthusians 
was chiefly directed against those of the econo- 
mists who entertain the ridiculous idea that the 
masses of the people are poor because they are 
numerous, thereby keeping in the backgi-ound 
the fact that they are poor because they are 
robbed. The Malthusian theory broadly stated 
is that population outstrips subsistence. But if 
this hypothesis were coiTect, poverty would be 
a characteristic common to all, determinable in 
degree in the exact ratio of increase in popula- 
tion, whereas poverty is pecuHarly confined to^ 
a class, and that class, as we find, the victims 
of capitalistic privilege and gluttony. Modern 
Socialists proclaim the truth that the poor are 
poor because the ri- h are rich, and seek to trans- 
form Society on th(3 piinciple of equality of con- 
ditio]ig. The rei^f arches of . modem chemistry 
ha^'- pointed out tiie possibilities of the unlimi- 
ted riilargement u]>6n subsistence in economy of 
me;Mi8, and the production of food-stuffs in the 
La^' 'ratory is no listant dream. Meanwhile, 
Pro (Ihon has saii-;factorily answered IMalthus, 
an J Socialism ha? educed his theory t(* practi- 
eal '>urdity. H. Seymour. 
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THE MALTHUSIANS. 

BY p. J. PROUDHON. 

Translated by Benj. R, Tucker. 

Dr. Malthus, au economist, an Englishman, 
once wrote the following words : 

" A man who is bom into a world already occu- 
pied, his family unable to support him, and soci- 
ety not requuing his labor, such a man, I say, has 
not the least right to claim any nourishment what- 
ever ; he is really one too many on the earth. At 
the gTeat banquet of Nature there is no plate laid 
for him. Natm^e commands him to take himself 
away, and she will not be slow to put her order 
into execution." 

As a consequence of this gi'eat principle, Mal- 
thus recommends with the most terrible threats, 
every man who has neither labor nor income upon 
which to live to take himself away, or at any rate 
to have no more children. A family, — that is, 
lovcj — like ])reud, is forbidden such a man by Mal- 
thus. 

Dr. Maltlms was, while Hying, a minister of the 
Holy Gospel, a mild-mannered philanthropist, a 
good husbaiul, a good father, a good citizen, be- 
lieving in G od as firmly as any man in Fjance. 
He died (heaven grant him peace) in 1831. ! It 
may be said that he was the first, without doubt, 
to reduce to absurdity all political economy, and 
state the great revolutionary question, the ques- 
tion between labor and capital. With us, ^vhose 
faith in Providence still lives, in spite of the cen- 
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tury's indiiFerence, it is proverbial — and lierein 
co::^ists the difference between the English and 
ourr'elves — ^that " everybody must live." And our 
people, in saying this, think themselves as truly 
Clnistian, as conservative of good liiorals and the 
family, as the late Malthus. 

Now, >vhat the people say in France, the eco- 
nomists deny ; the la^vyers and the litterateurs de- 
ny ; the Church, which pretends to be Christian, 
and also Gallican, denies ; the Press denies ; the 
large proprietors deny ; the government, whicli en- 
deavom-s to represent them, denies.' 

[The Press, the government, the Church, litera- 
tm-e, economy, wealth, — everything in Franco has 
become English; everything is Malthusian. It is 
in the name of God and his holy providence, in the 
name of morality, in the name of the sacred in- 
terests of the family, that they maintain that there 
is not room in the country for all the children of 
the countiy, and that they warn our women to be 
less prolific. In France, in spite of the desire of 
the people, in spite of the national belief, eating 
and diinking are regarded as privileges, labor a 
privilege, family a privilege, country a privilege. 

I 11. Antony Thom^et said recently that prop- 
erty, ivithout which there is neither country, nor 
family, nor labor, nor morality, would be iiTcproach- 
able as soon as it should cease to be a privilege 'J 
a clear statement of the fact that, to abolish all 
the privileges which, so to speak, exclude a por- 
tion of the people from the law, from humanity, 
fwe must abolish, first of all, the fundamental 
privilege, and change the constitution of property. 
M. A. • Thouret, in saying that, agreed with us 
and with the people. The State, the Press, poli- 
tical economy, do not view the matter in that 
light ; they agree in the hope that property, with- 
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out which, as M. Thouret says, there is no labor, 
no family, no Republic, may remain what it always 
has been, — a privilege. 

All that has been done, said, and printed to-day 
and for the last twenty years, has been done, 
said, and printed ui consequence of the theory of 
Malthus. 

I The theory of Malthus is the theory of politi- 
cal minder; of murder from motives of philan- 
thropy and for love of Grod.li There are too ma- 
ny people in the world ; that is the first article of 
faith of all those who, at present, in the name of 
the people, reign and govern. It is for this reason 
that they use then best efforts to diminish the pop- 
ulation. Those who best acquit tliemselves of this 
duty, who practice Avith piety, courage, and fra- 
ternity the maxims of Malthus, are good citizens, 
religious men, those who protest agamst such con- 
duct are anarchists, socialists, atheists. 

That the Revolution of February was the result 
of this protest constitutes its inexpiable crime. 
Consequently, it shall be taught its business, this 
Revolution which promised that all should live. 
The original, indelible stain on the Republic is 
that the people have pronounced it anti-Malthu- 
sian. That is why the Republic is so especially 
obnoxious to those who were and would become 
again, the toadies and accomplices of kings, — grand 
eaters of men^ as Cato called them. They would 
make a monarchy of yom- Republic ; they would 
devour its children. 

; There lies the whole secret of the sufferings, 
the agitations, and the contiradictions of our coun- 
ty. 

The economists are the first among us, by an 
inconceivable blasphemy, to establish as a provi- 
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dential dogma the theory of Malthus.1 I do not 
reproach them ; neither do I abuse them. On this 
point the economists act in good faith \and from 
the best intentions in the world. [ They would ask 
nothing better than to make the human race hap- 
py; but they cannot conceive how, Avithout some 
sort of an organization of homicide, a balance be- 
tween population and production can exist. 

Ask fhe Academy of Moral Sciences. One of 
its most honorable members, whose name I will not 
call, — ^though he is proud of his opinions, as every 
honest man should be, — being the prefect of I 
know not which department, saw fit one day, in a 
proclamation, to advise those within his province 
to have thenceforth fewer childi'en by their wives. 
Great was the scandal among the priests and 
gossips, who looked upon this academic morality 
as the morality of SAvine ! The savant of whom I 
speak was none the less, like all his fellows, a zeal- 
ous defender of the family and of morality; but, 
he observed with Malthus, at the banquet of Na- 
tm-e there is not room for all. 

M. Thiers, also a member of the Academy of 
Moral Sciences, lately told the committee on fi- 
nance that, if he were minister, he would confine 
himself to courageously and stoically passing through 
the crisis, devoting himself to the expenses of his 
budget, enforcing a respect for order, and care- 
fully guarding against every financial innovation, 
every socialistic idea, — especially such as the right 
to labor, — as well as every revolutionary expedient. 
And the whole committee applauded him. 

In giving this declaration of the celebrated his- 
torian and statesman, I have no desire to accuse 
his intentions. In the present state of the public 
mind, I should succeed only in serving the ambi- 
tion of M. Thiers, if he has any left. What I wish 
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to call attention to is that M. Thiers, in express- 
ing himself in this wise, testified, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, to his faith in Malthus. 

Mark this well, I pray you. There are two 
milhons, four millions of men who will die ot 
misery and hunger, if some means be not fouu^' 
of giving them work. This is a great misfortune, 
surely, and we are the fii'st to lament it, the Mai 
thusians tell you ; but what is to be done ? it is 
better that four millions of men should die than 
that privilege should be compromised ; it is not 
the fault of capital, if labor is idle ; at the ban- 
quet of credit there is not room for all. 

They are courageous, they are stoical, these 
statesmen of the school of Malthus, when it is a 
matter of sacrificing laborers by miUions. Thou 
hast killed the poor man, said the prophet EHas 
to the king of Israel, and then thou hast taken 
away his inheritance. Occidisti et j)0S8edistL To- 
day we must reverse the phrase, and say to those 
Avho possess and govern: You have the privi- 
lege of labor, the privilege of credit, the privi- 
lege of property, as M. Thouret says ; and it is 
because you do not wish to be deprived of these 
privileges, that you shed the blood of the poor like 
water: Posyedlsd et occidisti! 

And the people, under the pressure of bayo- 
nets, are being eaten slowly; they die without a 
sigh or a nim-nmr ; the sacrifice is effected in si- 
lence. Courage, laborers! sustain each other: 
Providence will finally conquer fate. Courage I 
the condition of yom- fathers, the soldiers of the 
republic, at the sieges of Genes and Mayence, 
was even worse than yours. 

M. Leon Faucher, in contending that journals 
should be forced to fm-nish secmities and in fa- 
voring the maintenance of taxes on the press, 
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reasoned also after the manner of Malthus. The 
serious journal, said he, the journal that deserves 
consideration and esteem, is that which is estab- 
lished on a capital of from four to five hundred 
thousand francs. The journalist who has only his 
pen is like the workman who has only his arms. If 
he can find no market for his services or get no 
credit with which to caiTy on his enterprize, it is 
a sign that public opinion is against him ; he has 
not the least right to address the country : at the 
banquet of public life there is not room for all. ( 

Listen to Lacordaire, that light of the Church, 
that chosen vessel of Catholicism. He will tell 
you that socialism is antichi'ist. And why is so- 
cialism antichrist ? Because socialism is the ene- 
my of Malthus, whereas Catholicism, by a final 
transformation, has become Malthusian. 

The gospel tells us, cries the priest, that there 
will always be poor people, Pauperes semper haheh- 
itis vohiscum ; and that property, consequently, in 
so far. as it is a privilege and makes poor people, 
is sacred. Poverty is necessary to the exercise of 
evangelical piety; at the banquet of this world 
here below there cannot be room for all. 

He feigns ignorance, the infidel, of the fact that 
jyovertij, in Biblical language, signified every sort 
of affliction and pain, not hard times and the con- 
dition of tlio proletaire. And how could lie who 
went up and dovm Judaea crying, Woe to the rich! 
be understood differently? In the thought of Jesus 
Christ, woe to the rich meant woe to the Malthu- 
sians. 

If Christ Avere living today, he would say to 
Lacordaire and his companions : " You are of the 
race of those who, in all ages, have shed the blood 
of the just, from Abel unto Zacharias. Your 
law is not my law ; your God is not my God ! '^ * * 
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Aiid the Lacordaires would crucify Christ as a se- 
ditious person and an atheist. 

Almost the whole of journalism is infected 
with the same ideas. Let ** Le National," for ex- 
ample, tell us whether it has not always believed, 
whether it does not still believe, that pauperism 
is a permanent element of civilization ; that the 
enslavement of one portion of humanity is neces- 
sary to the glory of another ; that those who main- 
tain the contrary are dangerous dreamers who 
deserve to be shot ; that such is the basis of the 
State. For, if this is not the secret thought of'* Le 
National," if " Le National " sincerely and reso- 
lutely desires the emancipation of laborers, why 
these anathemas against, why this anger with, the 
genuine socialists — ^those who, for ten and twen- 
ty years, have demanded this emancipation ? 

Fm*ther, let the Bohemians of literature, today 
the myi'midons of journalism, paid slanderers, cour- 
tiers of the privileged classes, eulogists of all the 
vices, parasites Uving upon other parasites, who 
prate so much of God only to dissemble their ma- 
terialism, of the family only to conceil their adul- 
teries, and whom we shall see, out of disgust for 
marriage, caressing monkeys when Malthusian 
women fail, — ^let these, I say, publish then* eco- 
nomic creed, in order that the people may know 
them. 

Faites des filles^ nous les aimons^ — ^beget girls, we 
love them, — sing these wretches, parodying the 
poet. But abstain from begetting boys ; at the 
banquet of sensualism there is not room for all. 

The government was inspned by Malthus when* 
having a hundred thousand laborers at its disposal* 
to whom it gave gratuitous support, it refused to 
employ them at useful labor, and when, after the 
civil war, it asked that a law be passed for their 
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transportation. With the expenses of the pre- 
tended national workshops, wim the costs of war, 
lawsuits, imprisonment, and transportation, it 
might have given the insurgents six months' la- 
bor, and thus changed oiu- whole economic system. 
But labor is a monopoly; the government does not 
wish revolutionary industiy to compete with priv- 
ileged industry ; at the work-bench of the nation 
there is not room for all. 

Large industrial establishments ruin small ones ; 
that is the law of capital, that is Malthus. 

Wholesale trade gradually swallows the retail ; 
again Malthus. 

Large estates encroach upon and consolidate 
the smallest possessions; still Malthus. J 

Soon one half of the people will say to the oth- 
er : 

The earth and its products are my property. 

Industry and its products are my property. 

Commerce and transportation are my property. 

The State is my property. 

You who possess neither reserve nor property, 
who hold no public-offices and whose labor is use- 
less to us, TAKE YOURSELVES AWAY ! YoU have 
really no business on the earth ; beneath the sun- 
shine of the Republic there is not room for all. 

Who will tell me that the right to labor and to 
live is not the whole of the Revolution ? 

Who will tell me that the principle of Mal- 
thus is not the whole of the counter-Revolution ? 

Aiid it is for having published such things as 
these, — for having exposed the evil boldly and 
sought the remedy in good faith, that speech 
has been forbidden me by the government, the 
government that represents the Revolution ! 
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That is why I have been deluged with the slan- 
ders, treacheries, cowardice, hypocrisy, outrages, 
desertions, and failings of all those who hate or 
love the people I That is why I have been given 
over, tor a whole month, to the mercy of the jack- 
als of the press and the screech-owls of the plat- 
form ! Never was a man, either in the past or in 
the present, the object of so much execration as I 
have become, for the simple reason that I wage 
war upon cannibals. 

To slander one who could not reply was to shoot 
a prisoner. Malthusian carnivora, I discover you 
there! Go on, then; we have more than one ac- 
count to settle yet. And, if calumny is not suflS- 
cient for you, use iron and load. (You may kill me ; 
no one can avoid his fate, and I am at yom* dis- 
cretion. But you shall not conquer me ; you shall 
never persuade the people, while I live and hold 
a pen, that, with the exception of yourselves, 
there is one too many on the earth. I swear it 
before the people and in the name of the Republic ! 

Reprinted from THE ANARCHIST. 
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